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L e s s o n  1

1

T h a l e s
T i t l e ( s ) :
Famous Quote : 

Name Thales’ birthplace and three destinations to which he is believed to have traveled.

What made Thales different from other influential thinkers before him?

How do we know what Thales believed?

What did Thales identify as the arche (essential substance of life), and why? 

ӯӯ m e e t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r
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T h a l e s

2

In the beginning of Western philosophy, What three disciplines were intermingled?

What were some of Thales’ achievements?

What foundational belief held by Thales sharply conflicts with a biblical worldview?

According to Diogenes Laertius, how did Thales die?

ӯӯ h i s  s t o r y  u n f o l d s
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Miletus

Hayls River

Egypt

Babylon

Lydia

Delphi

L e s s o n  1

3

T h a l e s

in the space provided below,  
Label each location on the map and record facts from the text.

ӯӯ e x p l o r e  h i s  w o r l d 
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L e s s o n  1

5

T h a l e s
Writing Tips

It is far easier to be engaging in your writing when you choose a subject about 
which you are passionate.  

Like most skills, good writing is developed through practice. It is similar to 
playing scales on an instrument. If you do not do so already, start a journal and 
commit to writing in it at least five minutes every day. 

To further develop your writing skills, surprisingly, it can be better to invest 
the entire quarter writing and rewriting one finely crafted paper than to write 
several unpolished papers and, in the process, establish the habit of prolific yet 
half-hearted writing.

Give yourself permission to write really “terrible” first drafts. (We will talk more about the concept of 
the “terrible” first draft later.) Then, once you have some raw material, work and rework your piece 
until it communicates your message with clarity and elegance.

Thales, the star gazer

Your Setting: You are carrying your water pitcher to the well to draw water. 

The Action: You see this funny old man leaning into the well. Suddenly he leans too far, and you see 
him tumble in! 

Your Assignment: Describe the scene and tell what happens. 

Background: Is there anything you would like to say to set up the scene?

The Dialogue: Do you speak with Thales? What does he say? 

Your Senses: 

ӯӯ What do you see? 

ӯӯ What do you hear? 

ӯӯ What do you smell? 

ӯӯ What temperature and textures do you encounter?

ӯӯ Do you taste the water? 

Set the timer for fifteen minutes, use the back of this page, and write!   

ӯӯ creativity & critical thinking unleashed

sample



T h a l e s

6

ӯӯ creativity & critical thinking unleashed
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L e s s o n  2

7

P y t h a g o r a s
T i t l e ( s ) :
Famous Quote : 

Name Pythagoras’ birthplace and three destinations to which he is believed to have 
traveled.

What ancient greek philosopher did Pythagoras supposedly meet, and what advice did he 
give to Pythagoras?

Did Pythagoras discover the Pythagorean Theorem? If not, who did? 

What is the name of Pythagoras’ homeland and what is one explanation for why he left it?  

ӯӯ m e e t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r
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P y t h a g o r a s

8

What are some of the requirements he placed on his followers?

What did Pythagoras supposedly have such a strong adversion to that ultimately 
contribted to his death. Summarize the story.

What foundational belief held by Pythagoras sharply conflicts with a biblical worldview?

Name at least two legends about Pythagoras that spread in the first and second 
centuries. provide a possible explanation for why they arose.

ӯӯ h i s  s t o r y  u n f o l d s
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Croton

Egypt

Miletus

Samos

Syria

Tyre

L e s s o n  2

9

P y t h a g o r a s

in the space provided below,  
Label each location on the map and record facts from the text.

ӯӯ e x p l o r e  h i s  w o r l d 
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51

J o u r n a l
W r i t e  S k i l l f u l l y •

L e s s o n  1

For your first assignment, ponder and write your answers to three of the most profound questions 
philosophy seeks to address. Set a timer for 30 minutes and write the best answers you can in the 
time allotted.  

1.	 Where did I come from and why am I here?
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T h a l e s

52

J o u r n a l
• W r i t e  S k i l l f u l l y

2.	 Why is there evil, suffering, and death?

3.	 Is there hope for my future? If not, why? If so, what is the source of that hope?
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L e s s o n  1

53

J o u r n a l
T h i n k  C r i t i c a l l y • 

1.	 How do you define learning? (See p. 5)

2.	 What have you studied extensively—an academic subject, music, technology, or something you 
enjoy in your free time—and how did you learn about it? (Write about the process.)

3.	 What can inspire you to develop your memory “muscle”?
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T h a l e s

J o u r n a l
• S p e a k  A r t i c u l a t e l y

54

1.	 What does it mean to have a transcendent goal?

2.	 Can you identify a prize for which you would be willing to suffer?

3.	 What are some things you can do that will help you persevere as you pursue that prize?
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123

G L O S S A R Y
Abdera (7-62)

agnostic (3-29)

Agrigento (6-52)

Akragas (6-52)

alliteration (4-32, 34)

allusion (4-32)

Anaxagoras (6-59)

Anaximander (1-9)

Anaximenes (1-9)

ӯӯ t e r m s  &  d e f i n i t i o n s

Note: Words can be viewed in-context in the lesson and on the page indicated in parentheses beside them. 
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